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CONFIDENTIAL HONG KONG 2469 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, CH CF 

SUBJECT: MAO FAILS MEET CONGO PM 

MAO'S FAILURE TO RECEIVE VISITING CONGOLESE PRIME MINISTER 
LOPES, AND FRELIMO CHIEF MACHELAS WELL, HAS AS IN THE PAST 
SPARKED SPECULATION ABOUT THE CHAIRMAN S HEALTH. THE LAST 
TIME MAO PASSED UP FOREIGN VISITORS AT THIS LEVEL WAS IN 
APRIL-JUNE 1972. AS USUAL, HEALTH CANNOT BE DISCOUNTED. 
RUMORS HERE, INCLUDING PRESS REPORTS, CLAIM TRAVELERS ARE 
SAYING MAO IS IN HANGCHOW AND THE CITY, SITE OF REPEATED 
FA TIONAL CLASHES, IS NOT OPEN TO FOREIGN VISITORS. IF 
MAO WERE TO TAKE A HAND IN DEALING WITH SUCH DISRUPTION, IT 
WOULD UNDERSCORE THE SERIOUSNESS BEHIND THE CURRENT DRIVE 
FOR DISCIPLINE AND FOR STABILITY AND UNITY. 
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